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IRDP graduate invents digital cooking gas alert system
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works to assist the students  the grim revelation that the
{0 get intellectual property —country’s employment mar-
for their innovations, prod- ket has no enough room to
ucts certifications at the accommodate millions of
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number. over one million youth are
“Apart from others, were annually graduatng from
also working in sync with the  high learning colleges, i sur-

By Correspondent Vaolentine
Oforo, Dodoma

The determuned young blood
who has already graduated at
the college has invented a spe-
cial digital gas alert system for
helping the gas consumers to be
aware over the remaining vol-
ume of gas in their cylinders.

“The idea to create the system
started one night when T was stll
a student at the college. I was
about to cook for mysell after
a long studying day. but when
I switch on my gas cylinder it
was out of gas, something which
forced me to sleep on empty
stomach, * Rashid narrated.

He added, the situaton pro-

ARD working, posi-

tive detenmination

and creativity stand

among basic pre-

requisites to venture and com-

pete highly in the today’s busi-
ness and marketing sector.

While developed ecoomies

coritnue striving Lo invest onto

aruhcial intelligence (Al) in or-

der to innovate new businesses,

at the Dodoma-based Institute

of Rural Development Planning
(IRDP) things are different.

I'he state-owned institution is

voked him to think critically, ask- Small Industries Develop- pass to the employment slots
working on a vibrant bid to train  ing himself: “If the airtime in my ment Organisation (SIDO) to  that the country is capable of
its students (o transform prob-  phone is due to end, the system assist the students to acquire  creating each year, which 1s
lems into useful business oppor-  is automatically alert me to refill vital knowledge on design-  only 250,000.

runities through critical thinking
and innovations.

the voucher. why there’s no such In order to address the

ing of products labels, pack-

Sudi Rashid is one among
many youths who through the
well- established program on
entrepreneurship and skills de-
velopment at the college has so
lar managed to invent the mes-
merising technological product,
the country’s new high- service
which expects to elevate him to
the Tanzania's business apex ina
near future.

Through the key program, be-

system for gas cylinders?

The question, according to
him, triggered him to embark on
along journey of sleepless nights

to develop the digital system
for automatic measuring and
alerting the users over use and
volume of gas in the cylinders
through the mobile phone mes-
sage (SMS).

Though passing  through
‘thunder and heavy rains' today
Rashid has something to proud

mgrolled out by the Mipango En-
repreneurship and Innovation
Centre (MED, the tailor-made
Centre for imparting the youth
with the vital skills, Rashi has
succeeded 1o translate his busi-
ness idea onto reality,

about as he has so far managed

to develop the system and he’ s
looking forward to introduced
the preduct into the market.
The product has already been
registered at the Copyright So-
clety of Tanzania (COSOTA) as

Sudi Rashid: The IRDP's student who invented clouds-connected gas alert system. PHOTO: Correspondent Valentine Oforo,

Dodoma

well as blessed by Tanzania Com-
mission for Science and Technology
(COSTECH).

Rashid is now the Managing Di-
rector of his own company. dubbed
‘Suditech Company Ltd' and he’s cur-
rently working overnight to multiply
production of the gas alert devices
in readiness to introduce the useful
product into the market.

“Currently, I am working on some
pending issues in readiness to ven-
ture into the market, and I am still
pondering either to apply Business
to Customers (BC), or Business to
Business (BB) approach,” he told The

Guardian during an interview.

Wise men once said hey said ‘In
every man's success there’s woman
behind’ but for Rashid, behind his
success there is Mipango Entrepre-
neurship and Innovation Centre
(MED.

] would like to extend my sin-
cere appreciation to the trainers at
the MEI center for their time-heart
mentorship in assisting me to reach
at this successful stage, as well as the
entire college,” he expressed.

Rashid, who's still operating un-
der the shadow of the college, also
thanked COSTECH for injecting him

with a total of 40mn/- for heighten
and qualifying his product.

Professor Canute Hyandye, the
founder of the MEI Centre, expressed
that at the centre, the students are
imparted with the diverse practical-
based entrepreneurship skills, ir-
respective of their affiliated degree,
diploma and certificates courses,
with an eye to enable to stand on a
better side to employ themselves af-
ter graduating.

“At the centre, we're assisting the
involved students to think critically
in order to put their business ideas
into useful products, and this is done

aging, together with linking
them to markets,” he said.

On his part, the Institute’s
Deputy Rector, Academics,
Research and Consultancy,
Prof. Provident Dimoso ex-
pressed that since its incep-
tion the initiative, the center
has so far played ley role to
assist the graduated students
to escape from the shackles

situation, the government 15
working to set up aviable sys-
tem to ensure students from
various education levels on
the country are trained on
entrepreneurships and skalls
development.

According to some ke
academicians, about 80 per
cent of occupations available
in the country, inchuding oc

of unemployment. cupations that will be in de
“Most of the graduated stu-  mand in the next three to five
dents. and those who arestill  years, are based on science
benefiting at the centre have  and mathematics-related
produced various items, in-  subjects, while relevant pass
cuding culinary products rates in secondary schools
and thus, they are currently  on the country are unim
raising income on their own  pressive
shadows, as some have pro-
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